OLD BOYS ASSOCIATION
SAINIK SCHOOL, KAZHAKOOTAM

Dear members of OBA,

| wish you all a very interesting and fruitful year ahead. As President of our
esteemed Association, | am thrilled to connect with each of you through
this newsletter. Our community continues to thrive, and your ongoing
support is truly invaluable.

It is after a long gap that we bring out this newsletter. Although we have many social media groups
and communication with each other has become much easier, one still misses the ‘Kazhakootam
Bulletin’. We intend to bring out a newsletter every quarter beginning with this one. For it to be
regular and successful we need continuous flow of information about change of status of our
members and other information such as informal gatherings etc, from the people administering
various OBA Chapters as well as representatives of different batches.

| am sure that you are all aware of the successful conduct of NBN Memorial Teachers Enrichment
Programme conducted on behalf of the OBA by the Kochi Chapter. About 50 teachers from
different schools attended this programmme and the feed backs received from participants were
truly encouraging. The event also allowed us extend our influence to a new area, besides lowering
the dependency on the school for our activities. It is hoped that other OBA Chapters and Batches
too come forward with initiatives which could benefit the school as well as alumni.

The Executive Committee of the OBA has decided to take two more measures for stability and
continuity in the functioning of the Organisation. The rented accommodation allotted to the OBA
is being repaired and essential office stationary and equipment are being procured so that it
becomes a functional office. An office clerk is also being employed on a contractual basis so that
information gathering is continuous and office records are maintained properly. We hope that
these measures will bring about positive changes and OBA can undertake more initiatives for the
benefit of the community and the school.

In this edition of the newsletter we have tried to gather as much information as possible. There are
still gaps to be filled and | am sure with the help of the clerk and a functional office we would be
able to keep improving the output. | once again appeal to all members for your continued
cooperation. Together, let’s continue to strengthen the bonds that make our Alma mater special.
Wishing you success and fulfillment in all your endeavors.

Warm regards,
Col M Sajjad (Retd)
President SSKZM OBA

http://www.sskzmoba.org/
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OBA REUNION 2023 - FANDAGO

The Reunion 2023 - named FANDANGO! by the organising batch of 1996
was conducted on 22 July 2023 with elan. Large No of Old Boys and Ex
Teachers joined in the event making it a day to remember.

Presence of 5 3 star ranking officers, Lt Gen Unnikrishnan Nair, Air Marshal
R Radhish, Lt Gen Johnson P Mathew, Air Marshal Saju Balakrishnan & Air
Marshal Balakrishnan Manikandan was a unique day in school’s history.

Activity Updates
Batch of 1996

Guruvandanam

Astronomy Lab set up for school by 96 Batch Fun for all..

http://www.sskzmoba.org/
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STAR ALUMINS i i

List of Presidential Awardees

PVSM AVSM
1055/81 - Lt Gen M Unnikrishnan Nair AVSM, SM | 1549/85 - Maj Gen Vinod T Mathew YS

1130/81 - Air Marshal R Radhish AVSM VM
1168/82 - Lt Gen JP Mathews UYSM,AVSM,VSM

VSM Mention-in-Dispatches
2444/94 - Col Arun K 4610/13 - Maj Rajat Sharma

Highlights from the

Mr. Babu Mathew, Psychologist, 91 Batch, conducting
Passing out Parade - January 2024 - Air Marshal Balakrishnan personality Development program at school
Manikantan AVSM VM reviewed the parade

.. ) . Center for Leadership and Behavioural Studies (C-LABS)
54th Old Boys Association Reunion was held in the school of Indian Air Force (IAF) conducted a two-day workshop
premises. Commemoration meeting and other allied for cadets and staff in the school auditorium. Gp Capt

programs were held. As part of the S4th Old Boys Reunion, a Rahul Tyagi and Gp Capt Joshua from the IAF were the
cultural program, Musical Evening was hosted in the resource persons

auditorium. Furthermore, prize distribution was also held.

Air Vice Marshal Vikas Sharma ,VM, Senior Officer-in-
Twenty First Century Global Citizen Programme (TFCGCP) for charge Administration, Southern Air Command
the senior cadets of classes X and XI was conducted by Mr. Thiruvananthapuram visited the school and presided
Babu Mathew and his team over the 98th LBA meeting on 23 Aug 2023.

Sainik school Kazhakootam emerged as the Southzone
Champions of South Zone Sainik Schools Games and Cultural
Championship held at Sainik School, Kalikiri.

A group of ten cadets and twoms. <
staff members of Sainik School &
Sujanpur Tira visited the school [[#*

. . .. as part of Ek Bharat Shreshta
Saink School Kazhakootam stood overall 2nd in position | gy ¢ (EBSB) Student

among all sainik schools in All India Sainik School National Exchange Programme

Games held at Sainik School Kunjupura o N BE
Brig Salil MP graced the valedictory function as chief guest.

Ak A Free Medical Camp for all staff and immediate family
a. Members, organised by 1997 Batch Old Boys 'Roll Call 97
was held at Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam Auditorium.

d
- On the occasion of World Mental Health Day, a lecture by

E Mrs. Mekha Anna Abraham, renowned Counselling
Psychologist on 'Importance of Mental health' was held .

http://www.sskzmoba.org/
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NBN Memorial Teachers Enrichment Program - Nov 2023

The Old Boys Association of SSKZM orchestrated a dynamic and impactful workshop for
educators, spanning two enlightening days. This gathering aimed to rejuvenate teaching
practices, foster collaboration, and equip teachers with essential skills for an evolvin
educational landscape.

Dr. Manoj Menon set the stage with an engaging ice-breaking session, breaking down
barriers and creating an atmosphere of trust and camaraderie among the participants.

Dr. Angela Susan Mathew took the reins in exploring innovative teaching and learning
pedagogies. Her insights sparked a collective enthusiasm for adopting fresh approaches
to education, enriching the teaching toolkit.

Dr. Binoy Joseph's session delved into the intrinsic joy of the teaching and learning
process. Participants were inspired to infuse their classrooms with passion and positivity,
fostering an environment conducive to effective education.

An exhilarating outdoor session aimed at enhancing team-building skills was led by Commander Sam T Samuel.
Through hands-on activities, teachers discovered the power of collaboration and effective communication. Next
day Dr. Manoj Menon returned to guide educators on effective leadership within academic settings. His session
empowered teachers to take on leadership roles with confidence and purpose.

The session by Dr. Angela Susan Mathew emphasized the crucial role of mentorship in shaping successful teaching
careers. Teachers gained valuable insights into fostering supportive relationships with their peers. Post lunch
session by Commander Sam T Samuel shared practical insights into effective management skills, equipping
teachers with tools to navigate the challenges of classroom and resource management.

Special Mention: A Toast to Hospitality

One cannot overlook the outstanding hospitality provided by the organizers. The participants expressed their
gratitude for the excellent stay and delectable food at Rajagiri Business School, acknowledging the thoughtful
efforts to ensure a comfortable and enjoyable experience.

In conclusion, the Old Boys Association SSKZM Teacher's Workshop was a resounding success, providing a platform
for professional development and collaborative growth. The combination of insightful sessions, interactive
activities, and warm hospitality exemplifies the commitment of the organizers to creating an environment where
educators can thrive and continue shaping the future of education.

From across the Globe - Chapter
Meets and Updates

CENTRAL TRAVANCORE CHAPTER LAUNCHED

This is the latest chapter of OBA, formed primarily for the large number of old
students hailing from and living in the districts of Kottayam, Idukki, Pathanamthitta
and Alappuzha to stay connected and to impart the values imbibed at SSKZM to the
society at large.

The chapter was formally launched on 31 December 2023 by our beloved old
teachers Mr NG Thomas and Mrs Mary Thomas at their Thodupuzha residence

http://www.sskzmoba.org/
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From Across the Globe - Chapter Meetups and Updates

Bangalore chapter meet - hosted by
Air Marshal Radhish at his residence

i

Women Power - 1977 Batch @ Kumarakom 1966 Batch @ Eranakulam

DOWN THE MEMORY LANES....

SHVAJL House 1944
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CHAPTER SNIPPETS

BANGALORE CHAPTER

April 2024

NAM KAZHAK CHAPTER

CENTRAL TRAVANCORE CHAPTER

CANADA CHAPTER
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BATCH BRIEFS

1965 BATCH

1968 BATCH

1966 BATCH -

1970 BATCH

s -
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1972 BATCH
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BATCH BRIEFS

1974 BATCH

1973 BATCH

1975 BATCH 1976 BATCH
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BATCH BRIEFS

1977 BATCH

1978-79 BATCH

1980 BATCH
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BATCH BRIEFS

1982 BATCH

April 2024

1986 BATCH

Roll No 49 Mr. Binoy Jacob

OBITUARY ¢ departed us in Jan 2024.

MAY HIS SOUL REST IN PEACE




